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TURKEY CEDES MOSUL 


HE territorial dispute outstanding 
for almost three years between Tur- 
key and Great Britain has been settled 
by the Mosul agreement of June 5. Signed 
by the British Ambassador to Turkey, the 
Turkish Foreign Minister and the Iraqi 
Minister of War, the agreement brings to 
an end the state of uncertainty which has 
latterly existed along the northern bound- 
ary of Mosul, where Turkish troops have 
been concentrated for almost a year and 
Iraqi ground troops and British air forces 
have been prepared for a sudden call to 
action. 
It is reported that the agreement deals 
with the frontier line, reciprocal security 
and oil. 


The League award of a boundary line 
slightly south of the former limits of the 
Mosul Vilayet is confirmed, a slight recti- 
fication of that line being made in Tur- 
key’s favor in a single locality for the pur- 
pose of including in Turkish territory a 
road joining two Turkish villages. Ac- 
tual delimitation of the boundary will be 
proceeded with shortly by a Commission 
comvosed of Turkish and Iraqi represen- 
tatives under the chairmanship of a neu- 
tral Swiss representative. 

The frontier is to be inviolable. A 
neutral zone on both sides of the bound- 
ary, within which the formation of armed 
bands is forbidden, is to provide an addi- 
tional degree of security. A separate 
treaty of non-aggression embracing Tur- 
key, Iraq and perhaps Persia is proposed 
to supplement the present treaty. 

The Mosul agreement accords to Tur- 
key ten per cent of the royalties accruing 
to the Government of Iraq during the next 
25 years from the exploitation of oil not 
only in the Mosul Vilayet but in Iraq as 


& whole. The Turkish Government is 
given the option of capitalizing its pros- 


pective revenues at $2,500,000. Pres- 
ent royalties due the Iraq Government are 
at the rate of four shillings per ton. But 
actual revenue is as yet negligible, for the 
Turkish Petroleum Company, in which an 
American group holds twenty-five per 
cent interest, has only ‘recently begun 
work on the 75-year concession granted it 
in March, 1925.* 


In Great Britain strong satisfaction is 
expressed at the conclusion of the dispute 
in a manner which assures to the man- 
dated territory of Iraq the possession of 
a strategic northern frontier. It also 
confirms Iraq in the possession of a fer- 
tile province without which its future 
existence as an independent Arab state 
must have been highly problematical. 


In Turkey the signing of the treaty is 
not viewed with unmitigated approval. 
The People’s Party, brought into power 
at Angora during the period of the Kurd- 
ish revolt in March, 1925, on an extreme 
Nationalist platform, regards with disap- 
pointment the failure of their diplomats 
to salvage a larger section of the Mosul 
Vilayet, which was declared in the Turk- 
ish National Pact of 1920 to be an integral 
part of Turkey. 


But stronger than this regret is the ap- 
prehension aroused by the possibility of a 
defensive war against Italy. The Angora 
Assembly has therefore ratified the agree- 
ment by a vote of 143 to 2. The majority 
of the Turkish troops may now be with- 
drawn from the Mosul region for use in 
case emergency should arise in the west- 
ern area. Great Britain, instead of 
remaining a potential foe, becomes a 
potential friend. Thus Mussolini has 
precipitated peace in Mosul. 


ELIZABETH P. MACCALLUM. 


* F. P. A. Information Service, Vol. Il, No. 6. 
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A New Philippine Issue 

W ITH the object of strengthening the 

position of the Governor-General of 
the Philippines, the Chairman of the 
House Insular Affairs Committee has in- 
troduced a bill, with the support of Presi- 
dent Coolidge, to divert approximately 
$755,000 per year from the disposition of 
the Philippine Legislature to a special 
fund at the disposal of the Governor-Gen- 
eral. This amount represents the present 
average annual total of excise taxes levied 
upon Philippine merchandise imported 
into the United States and hitherto re- 
turned to the Philippine Treasury for ap- 
propriation by the Islands Legislature 
for general purposes. 


The Administration supports the bill on 
the ground that it would enable the Gov- 
ernor-General to build up an efficient ci- 
vilian administrative force and lessen the 
possibility of a hostile Filipino “ma- 
chine.” 

Filipino representatives who appeared 
at the hearing have vigorously opposed 
the bill for the following reasons: 

1. It would mean a diminution of Filipino ad- 
ministrative autonomy; 

2. The Philippine Legislature has provided 
liberally for the expenditures of the Gov- 
ernor-General; 

8. The Legislature has generously provided for 
all administrative departments including 
especially those of education and public 
health. Therefore, a special fund “for the 
administration and promotion of public 
health, sanitation, education, and general 
welfare” as provided by the bill, is quite 
unnecessary; 

4. The proposal is contrary to an essential 
a of American government, where- 
y not the executive, but the peopie’s re- 
presentatives decide upon the appropria- 
tion of funds; 

5. The proposed system does not prevail in 
Porte R:co or the Virgin Islands an’ would 
therefore be a discrimination against the 
Philippines. 

Colonel Carmi Thompson, personal re- 
presentative of the President, is to leave 
June 15 for his survey of conditions in 
the Islands, which the Administration in- 
sists is merely with a view to ascertaining 
what can be done to improve general con- 
ditions. _ Secretary of War Davis has defi- 
nitely given up his proposed trip to the 
Philippines. R. T. R. 


The Fortieth Council Session 


HE fortieth session of the League of 
Nations Council opened June 7, with 
an agenda of twenty-four items, including 
the report of the first session of the 
Preparatory Commission on Disarma- 
ment, the report of the Preparatory Com- 
mittee for the Economic Conference, pri- 
vate manufacture of arms, the financial 
reconstruction of Austria and of Hungary, 
the draft convention on slavery, and vari- 
ous refugee questions. 
The question of greatest political sig- 
nificance, however, is that of the recon- 
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struction of the Council. The Council wij) 
consider the report of its committee re 
commending the addition of three non. 
permanent members to the Council, ang 
the election of all non-permanent members 
at the beginning of the Assembly session, 
to take office immediately. Brazil, by send. 
ing no delegate to the first meeting of the 
present session, and Spain, by sending a 
young diplomat of much lower rank in 
place of the regular representative, have 
indicated that they persist in their de 
mands for permanent seats. If no way ig 
found for them to climb down gracefully 
before September, the Assembly will face 
the unpleasant alternative of ousting them 
from the Council or failing to admit Ger. 
many. The Assembly would probably 
choose the former. R. B.-W. 


Notes 

HE publication in Berlin on June 7 

of a private letter of President von 
Hindenburg concerning the proposal to 
confiscate the properties of the Hohen- 
zollern and Wittelsbach and the other 
former German rulers, has intensified the 
bitterness of the referendum campaign 
on this issue which comes to a vote June 
20. Declaring that the President cannot 
take either side officially, von Hindenburg 
denounced the Socialist proposal as “g 
great injustice, and also a regrettable lack 
of respect for traditions, and crass in- 
gratitude. . . . I seein it a serious at- 
tack against the very texture of State 
rights, which is the deepest foundation of 
respect for law and legal acknowledgment 
of private property. It is an attack 
against the basic principles of legal rights 
and morals.” 

This intervention of the President gives 
added interest to the comments of a mem- 
ber of the F. P. A. staff writing on May 
26 from Berlin: “Everyone without ex- 
ception adores von Hindenburg. They 
respect and honor him and he is evidently 
a great success. I got no end of gemiitlich 
stories about ‘der alte Onkel’ as they 
call him, not the least of which is that he 
kept Ebert’s staff complete when he be 
came President.” 


SR first stage in the present Egyptian 
crisis has been met by compromise. 
Zaghlul Pasha, extreme Nationalist leader 
of the Wafd party who was returned by 
overwhelming majorities in the May elec- 
tions, has relinquished his claim to the 
premiership in the face of determined 
British opposition to the principles of 
complete Egyptian independence to which 
he himself is committed. In his place a 
moderate Nationalist leader, Adly Ye 
ghen Pasha, has been appointed premier. 
Serving with the latter is a Cabinet of ex- 
perienced Ministers who represent both 


the moderate and the extremist points of 
view. 
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